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_ Towa Library Association, 
: 23rd Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association for 1912 will be held 
_ in Nevada, October 8-10. The invita- 
. py tien from Nevada was one of unusual 
eordiality. .The people of the city had 
F ee reason: for wishing to entertain 
the conve:’ _n this year. It is the first 





year that thuir library has been free 


from debt, the building having been 
erected by the city; and it is also the 
_ year in which Vir. W. P. Payne, our 
Honorary President and a member of 
the Nevada Library Board from its or- 
ganization, celebrated his 80th birth- 
day. Nevada has our heartiest congra- 
tulations upon these two events and 
we will do our part to make the meet- 
ing a great succes . in honor both of 
the city'and of Mr. Payne. 
Nevada has no hotel large enough to 
accommodate the convention and the 





people have invited us to be guests in 
their homes. They will take care of all 
who attend, for room and breakfast; 
and the other meals will be served at 
reasonable prices in the social rooms of 
the library. The one way to show our 
appreciation of this generous hospitality 
is by accepting it and we trust that 
there will be a banner attendance. 

Nevada is a city of 2,200 population, 
the county seat of Story county, and is 
situated in about the center of the 
state. It is on the main line of the 
Chieago and North-Western Railroad 
and is easily accessible from all direc- 
tions. It is also reached by the Des 
Moines & St. Paul Short Line, branch 
of the Rock Island Ry. 

The program presents a number of 
subjects of special interest in the new- 
er and changing conditions of the li- 
brary world today. The place of the 
library in social betterment; how far 
it shall venture outside the realm of 
books; its relation to all of the great 
movements of the day, will be the sub- 
ject of one session. 

Some doubts are often expressed as 
to the usefulness of the old apprentice 
system of training assistants. This has 
been accepted without question until 
lately. It will be presented very fairly 
so that we may have some basis of 
judgment. 

Library publicity will be another 
topic, one which occupied a prominent 
place on the A. L. A. program at Ot- 
tawa this summer. Mr. C..E. Rush, Li- 
brarian, St. Joseph (Mo.) Public Li- 
brary, will discuss this subject. 
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The session on children’s literature 
will be conducted by Mrs. Edna Ly- 
man Seott, who is so well known in our 
state as the Advisory children’s libra- 
rian for the Iowa Library Commission. 

Dr. A. E. Bostwick, librarian of the 
St. Louis public library, will speak at 
the special session for trustees. There 
is need of much revision of the Iowa 
laws regarding public libraries and a 
large attendance of trustees is desired 
that the laws may be thoroughly dis- 
eussed and instructions given to the 
Legislative Committee for definite work 
next winter. 

That the trustees of the state should 
appreciate the imporiance of their at- 
tendance, the following circular was 
sent to the presidents of all public li- 
brary boards. 

‘*To the Library Trustees of Iowa: 

‘‘The annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association at Nevada, Oct. 8-10, 
will be of more than ordinary interest 
to library trustees. 

‘*One session will be devoted to the 
Iowa Laws governing public libraries 
and the important points to be consid- 
ered are these: 

**1. The library has no distinct 
place under the commission form of 
city government. The law in Iowa has 
been interpreted differently in differ- 
ent cities; three cities have 3 trustees, 
another 5 and others have 9. The power 
of the trustees varies also. 

‘2. The maximum tax allowed (3 
mills for cities under 6,000) is insuf- 
ficient for maintenance, and the recent 
law regarding the tax upon moneys 
and credits has reduced the income of 
many libraries. 

**3. The contract for township use 
of libraries is for one year only. This 
should be amended to provide for a 
term of years or until the residents of 
the township petition its discontinu- 
ance. Plans for operation are scarcely 
working before the question of renewal 
arises, 

‘*These subjects should be thoroughly 
discussed and definite instructions 
given to the Legislative Committee be- 


fore the next session of the 

ture. 
***The relation of the library to go. 
cial betterment,’ ‘Library publicity? 
‘The apprentice system of training a5. 
sistants,’ and other topics on the py 

gram are also of interest to the libra 
trustees, for upon their decisiong as 4, 
library policy depends the 

and influence of each library jn its 
community. a4 

**Will you come to Nevada and hay 

to make the meeting a great su 

The social side of the meeting 

not been neglected. -The Nevada Tj 
brary Board has planned for an eye. 
ing reception to their guests; there Wil] 
be an auto ride to the State College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts 
Ames, and a lunch at the Oak Park 
Academy in Nevada. \j 
Let every member of the I. L.A 
make an effort to attend the ‘meeting 
in Nevada and take part in the dis 
cussions. 
Grace D. Rose, 
President. 
The preliminary program is given 
below, but doubtless minor changes 
will be made in arrangement of topies: 
‘TUESDAY, OCT. 8. 
2:30 P. M.—Address of welcome, Fred 
P. Hansen, Mayor of Nevada. 
Address of welcome, Member of the 
Library Board. 
Response by the First Vice-President, 
Miss Helen Lee, Des Moines, 

' Address by the President, Miss Grace 

D. Rose, Davenport. 
3:30 P. M.—Children’s literature, Mrs. 
Edna Lyman Scott, presiding. 
Stories to read aloud, for 4th and 5th 
grades, Mrs. A. O. Sherriff, Supt 
of primary grades, Davenport. 
Stories for 6th and 7th grades. 
Poems to read aloud, Mrs. E. B. Wil- 
son, Jefferson. 

3:30 P. M—College and reference set 
tion, Miss Rae Stockham, De 
Moines, chairman. Round Table, 
simultaneous with regular pre 


gram. 


226 





-” 


re a 
Ses 


2563 © FF 8 8 F F-B 


—NMusic. 
a as ” Jimmy, poet, philosopher 
~ and pioneer; by J. B. Weaver, Jr., 
Des Moines. 
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 9. 

9:00 A. M.—Business session: Report of 
District meetings. - ' 
9:30 A. M.—Apprentice system of train- 

ing assistants, Miss Miriam B. 
Wharton, Burlington. 


Diseussi0n. 
library publicity, Mr. Charles E. 
Rush, St. Joseph, Mo. 


Discussion. 
12:00 M—Lunch at Oak Park Academy. 

9:30 P. M—Address: Dr. A. E. Bost- 
wick, Librarian, St. Louis, Mo. 
Trustees session, Mrs. C. C. Loomis, 

Cedar Rapids, presiding. 

The place of the library under the 
commission form of city govern- 
ment. 

Need for a higher maximum tax levy. 

Township use of libraries and exten- 
tion of contract period. 

Discussion. 

8.00 P. M—Reception, by Board of Li- 
brary Trustees of Nevada. 


THURSDAY, OCT. 10. 

900 A. M.—Business session. 

Election of officers. 

9:30 A. M—Library’s relation to social 
betterment, Miss Jeannette Drake, 

_ Sioux City. 

Diseussion by Miss Flora Dunlap, Des 
Moines, and others. 

What our libraries are doing along so- 
cial lines; two minute reports by 
librarians and trustees. 

The libraries in our state institutions, 
Miss Julia A. Robinson, librarian 
for state institutions. 

130 P. M—<Auto ride to State College 
of agriculture at Ames, Courtesy of 
the Nevada Commercial Club. 

3:30 P. M—Evaluation of recent books, 
Mr. M. G. Wyer and Mr. Johnson 
Brigham. 

_ All of the day sessions will be held 

in the Nevada Public Library, the Tues- 

day evening session in the Methodist 


Episeopal church. 
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The Society of the Iowa Summer Li- 
brary School will have a reunion, dur- 
ing the meeting. A brief business ses- 
sion will be held. Annual dues may be 
sent in advance to Miss Helen McRaith, 
Public Library, Iowa City. 





How Libraries Advertise 


(Reprint of a pamphlet issued by the Dallas, Texas, 
Public Library, of an article by H. M. Harrison, in 
the Dallas Morning News, during the convention of 
the Associated Advertising Clubs of America.) 


**If you don’t know and if Smith and 
Jones and the man from Philadelphia 
can’t tell you, why don’t you look in 
a book or a journal and read about 
it?’’ 

This perfectly reasonable admonition 
greeted the visitor’s eye at the begin- 
ning of the exhibit of modern methods 
of advertising public libraries, which 
was a part of the great display of ad- 
vertising methods shown at the Dallas 
Public Library in connection with the 
National Ad Men’s Convention, held 
May 19-27. 

One naturaliy expects the dispensers 
of commodities and merchandise to 
*‘toot their horn’’ a little now and 
then, but it may not at first appear 
clear just why a free public library, 
with nothing to sell, should have to ad- 
vertise to get people to come up to the 
fount of knowledge and take away 
the benefits. 

The libraries of America have real- 
ized that the usefulness of the library, 
just like the usefulness of so many 
other things, is measured by the num- 
ber of people who know about it. This 
is graphically illustrated by the hun- 
dreds of clever ideas on paper and 
pamphlet and poster exhibited by near- 
ly a hundred public libraries from New 
York City to Waxahachie, Texas. 

So long as Carnegie and others have 
made public libraries possible, the li- 
braries are doing their best to make 
the great American masses come and 
take the benefit. 

Several libraries have publications 
which they issue regularly, monthly or 











weekly, many others have bulletins for 
special oceasions and all energetic li- 
brarians co-operate with newspaper 
men in dis¢overing the many interest- 
ing stories about what folks read and 
the things that happen at the library, 
thus’ acquiring valuable newspaper 
publicity. 

J. C. Dana, librarian at Newark, 
- N. J., is one of the librarians who like 
to ‘‘start things.’’ He issues a monthly 
publication called the Newarker, in 
which he says he wants ‘‘to advertise 
the library’s resources to the city and 
to promote Newark’s welfare.’’ 

The public libraries of America are 
considered by many thoughtful persons 
the most potent educational influence 
on the foreign citizens. Librarians, re- 
alizing their duty in the ‘‘melting 
pot,’’ have made a special effort to ad- 
vertise the helpfulness of the library 
to the alien struggling with American 
ways and American slang. Booklets 
are issued in foreign languages and dis- 
tributed to foreign patrons of the li- 
brary, telling them what books they 
may get and just how they may ac- 
quire them. 

The library usually reaches the 
foreign parents through the children. 
The children in the libraries take home 
the reading lists to the parents, dream- 
ing of the old country, and a new vista 
of pleasure is opened to them through 
reading—either their own language or 
learning the language of the new 
eountry. 

The Providence, R. I., library has on 
display lists and bulletins in Hebrew, 
Portuguese, Russian, Italian and Greek. 
The newly arrived citizen is taught 
something of government and customs 
and history and even of his trade by 
the wealth of knowledge in the li- 
braries. , 

The libraries have been quick to see 
the strong talking point they have in 
their books and magazines on technical 
matters, applied sciences and trades 
‘and professions. The Pratt Institute 
Free Library of Brooklyn has on ex- 
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hibit blotters, calendars and. motto 
eards and book marks telling the stu. 
dents of the institute what and how to 
read for their scientific information - 

The workingman who has missed , 
technical education and the : 
in trades are both informed 
the library advertising literature 
they may advance themselves in theip 
work by daily reading. , ORE 

Usually people and institutions ax 
heard from and heard from eloquently 
when they are in need. Libraries yg 
advertising not only to tell their ¢itig 
what they have, but also to tell they 
what they have not and what 
want. The Detroit Central Li 
a map: in the exhibit which it uged tp 
show Detroit people just how biga city 
they have, ‘‘liberally speaking,” ang 
how badly they need more braneh ji. 
braries. The Olean (New York) Ii. 
brary says it wants business men tp 
use its statistics. 

St. Joseph, Mo., a city with a bold 
front, has an energetic and stentorian 
bunch of library publicity that. makes 
an impression and they talk right out 
about the things they are going to 
have. Among these are public baths 
more boulevards, a great St. Jo dub, 
public playgrounds and other examples 
of civic attractiveness. 

Libraries have been very near the 
vanguard with certain far-sighted 
newspaper publishers in educating the 
people to make their homes and their 
cities beautiful. The Dallas Public Li- 
brary has found that all the reading 
lists on these subjects that it puts out 
are eagerly used, indicating that Dal 
lasites and Texans have heard some 
thing about civic attractiveness and 
home beautification. The feature is em 
phasized by the advertising matter of 
most of the libraries exhibiting. 

The libraries advertise direetly t 
children through the means of 
marks and folders, not only to acquaiat 
the young ones with the fun they ca 
get out of reading, but also to inspitt 
them to the proper respect for 
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Many e librarians in the children’s 
Ente use effectively Miss Hew- 
ins’ parody on “‘Are You a Goop?’’ 
ibraries print lists of appro- 

ee dren ’s books for Christmas 
Pitts. The Carnegie Library at Pitts- 
has on exhibit a very attractive 
pooklet on thé Greek myths adapted to 
the story hour. The Cincinnati library 
had a list of ‘“‘Books for mother to 
yead to me,’ which was printed on 
pookmarks for the children to take 
home. Many libraries have classified 
reading lists for all grades in public 


schools. 

The work of the public school teach- 
ers is assisted in almost every up-to- 
date library, and this feature is 
stressed in the advertising. Lectures 
are advertised and teachers are made 
to feel that they are to enjoy special 
consideration. 

Every earnest librarian tries to in- 


' spire the people who come to the desk 


with the desire to study at home and 
to broaden their culture by home read- 
ing. Strange as it may seem, there are 
a lot of folk who don’t realize yet that 
libraries are free. It is necessary, 
therefore, for libraries to advertise the 
methods of getting a reader’s card and 
to make as clear as possible just how 
books are to be used. Libraries of 
Buffalo, N. Y., San Diego, Cal., Ft. 
Worth and Tyler, Texas, and Omaha, 
Neb:, have on exhibit attractive cards 
for display in factories, stores, railroad 
stations and similar places telling the 
busy men and women of the privileges 
of the library. The libraries of Syra- 
euse, Grand Rapids, Denver, Bing- 
hampton, Mass., and other cities make 
a special advertising appeal to the 
patrons to use the books for home edu- 
cation. 

Occupying the most conspicuous po- 
sition in the library advertising ex- 
hibit, and doubtless deservedly, is a big 
hook marked, ‘‘ Advertising a Library,* 
as Illustrated by the Free Public Li- 
brary of Newark, New Jersey.’’ This 
book is issued by J. C. Dana, librarian. 


Multigraphed forms of advertising for 
distribution are shown. These deal 
with the books in the library on munici- 
pal problems, and all subjects of in- 
terest to any considerable number of 
persons. Almost all of the excellent 
methods of advertising used by all the 
other libraries, are illustrated in some 
way in the Newark book. 

Waxahachie, Texas, is represented 
with a unique display from the Sims 
Library. Their principal poster says: 
**When in doubt consult the Sims Li- 
brary.’’ The Waxahachie Library 
makes a direct appeal to people to use 
the library for reference work and as 
a help in their business. 

Houston Lyceum and Carnegie Li- 
brary has in the display some examples 
of newspaper and pamphlet publicity. 
Galveston, Tyler and Fort Worth are 
represented by good exhibits. 

The Minneapolis Library has a Sun- 
day school workers’ list and sends in- 
vitations to foreigners. The Carthage, 
Missouri, Library sends postals to 
patrons telling of new books. Chicago 
Public Library has a reference ad 
called “‘At the sign of the question 
mark.”’ : 

The Rockford, Illinois, Library has 
an exhibit in the ‘‘Made in Rockford’”’ 
show in February. The St. Louis Li- 
brary issues its own history and books 
on automobiles, aeronautics and Flem- 
ish art and salesmanship and advertis- 
ing. 

Advertising advertising books is like 
carrying coals to Newcastle but many 
libraries do it. The Dallas Publie Li- 
brary has a list of these books to be 
found on its shelves, printed on the 
reverse side of a postal card. These 
cards are mailed to interested individ- 
uals and firms. 


Other libraries represented by mate- 
rial on this subject are those of East 
Orange, N. J., Kansas City, New York, 
Evanston, Ill., Troy, N. Y., Maryville, 
Mo., Seattle, Washington, Springfield, 
Mo., Joplin, Mo., Sedalia, Mo., Louis- 
ville, Ky., Leominster, Mass., Univer- 
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sity of Missouri, Columbus, Mo., Chica- 
go, Atlanta, Ga., Jersey City, N. J., 
Salem, Mass., Cleveland, Ohio, Spring- 
field, Mass., Washington, D. C., and 
Davenport, Iowa. 

The personal acquaintance of the li- 
brarian with her patrons is, in most 
libraries, one of the best aids in adver- 
tising a library. When a librarian 
knows that a new book just received 
will be of interest to some particular 
person, the patron is notified by post- 
eard. Librarians who look upon their 
profession as altruistic will do these 
little courteous acts of helpfulness and 
thereby enlarge the sphere of usefulness 
of the library. 





Practical Library Publicity 


In reply to a request for simple and 
appropriate methods of advertising the 
library, that very helpful and stimulat- 
ing quarterly ‘New York Libraries,’’ 
for July, 1911—gives the following 
suggestions : 

1. Utilizing the space freely offered 
by local newspapers for the publication 
of library notes and news, book notes 
and brief reviews, lists of new books or 
books on particular subjects. 

2. Maintaining intimate and per- 
sonal relations with the schools, keep- 
ing teachers and pupils of the different 
grades informed by means of lists pre- 
pared especially for them of the books 
in the library most likely to be of use 
or interest to them. 

3. Keeping well informed of the va- 
rious institutions, organizations, soci- 
eties, clubs, and trades unions in the 
community, securing books appropriate 
to the work or interest of each, and 
sending to them lists of such books to- 
gether with a general notice of the 
library. 

4. Hanging in stations, hotels, pub- 
lic halls, factories, post offices, etc., 
framed posters showing a picture of the 
library and giving the hours of open- 
in 


g. 
5. Establishing deposit stations for 
the loan of books in factories, stores, or 
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places of public resort. Thege 





tion of books, but to advertise the may 
library. ie 

6. Getting public speakers, 
ers, and occasionally the clergymen 4 
refer to the library, or to pa 





books in the library, which illustrate 
the subject of their addresses, PR 

7. Setting apart each year a day to 
be known as library day, for the hola. 
ing of a general public reception » 
the library. For special attraction, ar. 
range for a book or art exhibit, a Ie. 
ture, an address, or music. See tha 
everybody is invited to these recep. 
tions. 

8. Active and sympathetic partig. 
pation by the librarian in the social, jp. 
tellectual, and charitable activities of 
the community. Where the librarian 
is widely and favorably known, the ji. 
brary will need little other advertising 


Books on Advertising. 

(Recommended by the Educational 
Committee of the Associated Adverts. 
ing Clubs of America.) 

Art and Science of Advertising by 
George French, $2.00, pub. by Sherman, 
French & Co. 

Laws of Advertising and Sales, 2 
vols., by Clowry Chapmon, $10.00, pub. 
by author, 282 Manhattan Ave., N, Y, 
City. 

Modern Advertising by Calkins and 
Holden, $2.00, pub. by Appleton. 

Psychology of Advertising by Wal- 
ter Dill Seott, $2.00, pub. by Small. 

Influencing Men in Business by Wal 
ter Dill Seott, $1.00, pub. by Ronald. 

Financial Advertising by St. Elmo 
Lewis, $5.00, pub. by Levey. 

Advertising Talks by Wm. C. Free 
man, $1.00. 

Analytical Advertising by W. & 
—" $2.00, pub. by Business Service 





rp. 

* Practical Publicity by Truman A 
Deweese, $2.00, pub. by Jacobs. 

Science of Advertising by Edwin 
Balmer, $ .75, pub. by Duffield. 


serve not only to facilitate the rm ra 
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_Adel—A Library Association has 
ye ized in Adel, of which Mrs. 
W. Clarke is President and Mrs. 
: Hoge Straight, is Secretary. For 
the t the books are kept in the 
‘tian church and use is made of 
the Traveling Library. It is hoped that 
is is the beginning of a movement 
that will eventually develop into a free 
ic library, supported by a munici- 
pal tax. A recent book social resulted 
in the addition of a large number of 
new titles to the collection. 
College Library.— Miss 
Amy Noll, formerly of the Waterloo 
Public Library, has become a member 
of the College Library staff in charge 
of the delivery desk. Miss Kathreen 
Holdridge has been made head cata- 
loger. 

Burlington. An interesting exhibit 
af the work now under progress in the 
enstruction of the immense water pow- 
er dam at Keokuk has recently been dis- 

in the Burlington Public Li- 
brary. The material was furnished by 
G. Walter Barr of the publicity depart- 
ment of the big Keokuk enterprise and 
also one of the Keokuk library trustees. 
Inasmuch as the dam will effect Bur- 


 jington and other Mississippi river 


towns and cities, the exhibit had local 
interest for Burlington people. 

The art contest, held at the public 
library in May, had a two-fold purpose: 
to attract the children from all parts of 
the city to the library, and when there, 
to teach them how to use books. An- 
nouncement was made, through the pa- 
pers and the principals of the city and 
parochial schools, that from April 25 to 
May 25 there would be an exhibit, in 
the children’s room of the library, a 
cillection of copies of some of the 
world’s masterpieces (only such paint- 
ings were chosen as would be of interest 
to children) ; that the children were in- 
vited to come to the library, see the 
pietures exhibited, then not later than 
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May 25, those from the seventh and 
eighth grades might submit essays of 
not more than two hundred words on 
his or her favorite picture in the col- 
lection, to a chosen committee. Two 
prizes were offered: the favorite pic- 
tures chosen by the successful contest- 
ants. Hundreds of children responded, 
came, stopped to see, to read, and with 
the help of the children’s. librarian to 
study, the books on reference for the 
paintings. Forty-three essays were sub- 
mitted showing varying degrees of orig- 
inality, research and good use of lan- 
guage. The results more than justified 
the library’s efforts, in the number of 
children attracted, in the subsequent 
reading and interest in art. Parents 
and teachers commented favorably upon 
this attempt to give the boys and girls 
an idea of the world’s art treasures. 
The first prize was awarded to a boy 
who wrote on Whistler’s ‘‘Mother’’; the 
second prize was to a girl for an essay 
on Landseer’s ‘‘Shoeing the Horse.’’ The 
pictures which seemed of most interest 
to the boys and girls were VanDyke 
‘‘Prince William and Princess Mary’’, 
Velasquez ‘‘Surrender of Breda’’, Guido 
Reni ‘‘St. George and the Dragon’’, 
LePage ‘‘Joan of Arec’’, Rembrandt 
“Night Watch’’, Corot ‘‘Orphens,’’ 
Landseer ‘‘Shoeing the Horse’’, Whist- 
ler ‘“‘Mother’’, Rysdael ‘‘River View’’, 
Bonheur ‘‘Sheep and Shepherd’’, Mich- 
- on **Sybil’’, LeBrun ‘‘Girl with 
Muff.’’ 

Cedar Rapids.—Two of the Public Li- 
brary staff who were given leave of ab- 
sence last year to attend the Wisconsin 
Library School have again taken up 
their duties; Miss Ethel Robbins, in 
charge of the Circulating department 
and Miss Nell Faweett, the Cataloging. 
Miss Helen Jackson has recently become 
head of the Children’s department. She 
is a graduate of the Pittsburgh Train- 
ing School for Children’s Librarians, 
and was afterward children’s librarian 
of the West Seattle Public Library. 
Miss Gladvs Young, Miss Marjorie Wil- 
son and Miss Florence Johnston will at- 
tend the New York Public Library 











School this year, and Miss Mary Oxley 
goes to the Pittsburgh Training School. 
Clarinda.—A plan for encouraging 
the children in the grades to read good 
books was inaugurated by Miss Knowl- 
ton in the Clarinda Public Library last 
spring, by giving a button badge to 
those reading ten selected books. But- 
tons about seven-eighth of an inch in 
diameter, with half tone picture of the 
library building, proved to be a popular 
incentive. A date was named for the 
beginning of the reading, as many had, 
of course, already read many times ten, 
previous to the time the plan was in- 
stituted, and all were thus given a fair 
ehance. The plan proved very success- 
ful, and occasionally boys and girls in 
the high school asked for buttons. 
ing.—Miss Leta Towner, daugh- 
ter of Congressman and Mrs. H. M. 
Towner, who graduated from the Pratt 
Institute Library School in June, has 
accepted a position in the Seattle 
(Wash.) Public Library system, as 
head of a branch library. Miss Towner 
graduated from the Iowa State Uni- 
versity in 1910 and the following 
year was on the Cleveland Library 
staff. The Towner name is closely iden- 
tified with the library movement in 
Iowa, Mrs. Towner being a member 
of the Library Commission since its 
ereation in 1900, and both Judge and 
Mrs. Towner having been active in es- 
tablishing the State Traveling Library. 

Council Bluffs——At her own request 
Mrs. Mary E. Dailey has been relieved 
by the Library Board of Council Bluffs 
‘ of the administrative responsibility of 
the library, after twelve years as head 
of that institution. Mrs. Dailey has 
been especially interested in building 
up a strong reference department for 
the use of high school pupils, club 
women and other students, and she 
will remain with the library as the Ref- 
erence librarian. 

Miss Ione Armstrong has been elected 
librarian to succeed Mrs. Dailey and 
will enter upon her new duties October 
lst. Miss Armstrong is a graduate of 
the Illinois Library School, has. had sev- 
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eral years’ experience in lib a 
and has been librarian of the Ft get 
Ark., Library the past year. Migs Au 

strong was instructor in Ca 
in the Iowa Summer Library Soba 


Des Moines.—Miss Grace: 
berger, the children’s librari 
been granted a leave of absence to, 
tend the Pittsburgh Training Schoo] 
Children’s Librarians this year. 
ing her absence Miss Mabel M ; 
have charge of the Children’s den 
ment. Miss Moore is a graduate of 
Pittsburgh School. 


Des Moines.—Library C 
Miss Mary Marks of Davenport has » 
cently become a member of the 
reference assistant in the Traveling | 
brary. Miss Marks is a graduate of the 
Illinois Library School and wag fo. 
merly on the Davenport Library stag 

The position of organizer, made y. 
cant by the resignation of Mrs, Priseil, 
P. Burd, has been filled by the appoint. 
ment of Miss Reba Davis, who comes 
the position from the Spencer, Ind 
Public Library, where she has had fit 
hand experience in rural extension 
work. Miss Davis is also a graduate of 
the Iliinois Library School. 


Miss Charlotte Goetzman is te. 
porarily assisting the Library Commis 
sion in organizing work. 

The many friends of Miss Edna Ij. 
man, throughout the state, are inter. 
ested in the announcement of her mar 
riage, July 23rd, to Mr. Lee Carnahan 
Seott, of Toronto, Can., formerly of 
Chicago. Mrs. Scott expects to com 
tinue her professional work in story 
telling and the interpretation of liter 
ature in which she is so well know, 
and also her library lectures. As at 
visory children’s librarian for the i 
brary commission she has contributed 
much in establishing standards fr 
work with the children in the & 
braries throughout the state, and her it- 
spiring lectures to the Iowa Summer Tit 
brary School students have been most 
fruitful in results. 
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_ fairfield —Parsons College.—It has 
peett | for Miss S. M. Akin, 
of Parsons College, to present 
her resignation on account of her con- 


tinued ill health. She was granted an 


leave of absence last winter 

sh the hope that she might take up 
cnt ini this fall, but she finds 
a change of climate will be neces- 
sary for her complete recovery. Miss 
Akin has placed the work of the college 
on an excellent basis and has 

heen 'a helpful factor in the college life 

generally. 

Fort Dodge——Miss Katherine Alex- 
a recent graduate of the Univer- 

of Michigan, has become a member 

of the staff of the Ft. Dodge Public 
Library. Her previous library experi- 
ence was at Iron Mountain, Michigan. 

—The position of librarian 

of the Public Library, made vacant by 


. the resignation of Miss Helen L. Sweet, 


was filled August Ist by the election of 
Miss Pearl Glazier. Miss Glazier grad- 
yated from the Wisconsin Library 
School in June. Her home is in Lin- 
ecoln, Nebraska, where she had her first 
library experience in the Public Library. 

The Library Board keenly feels the 
loss of Dr. J. H. Hutchins, whose death 
occurred in June. Dr. Hutchins was 
president of the Board. 

Keokuk.—The public library has giv- 
en a great deal of time and attention 
this summer to the placing of circulat- 
ing libraries in twenty-two school 
rooms. Books suitable for the different 
grades have been carefully selected by 
the teachers, purchased and catalogued 
by. the library. The enthusiastic re- 
ception which they received from the 
children last winter encouraged the li- 
brary authorities to double the collection 


.this year. The experiment showed that 


results were obtained from 


greater 


school room libraries than from _ the 
same number of volumes in the chil- 
dren’s room. In this way many are led 
to the library from outlying districts. 
The “List of books for School Libra- 
ties” of the state of Iowa, compiled by 
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Miss Edna Lyman and the A. L. A. 
catalog, 1904-1911, proved very helpful 
in selecting the books. 

The building of a dam across the 
Mississippi at Keokuk has attracted 
thousands of visitors to the city, many 
of whom have been welcome visitors to 
the library. 


Keota.—The Town Improyement So- 
ciety has been active, through its Li- 
brary Committee in starting a Public © 
Library, and already has a good collee- 
‘tion of books for public use. The ques- 
tion of a municipai tax was voted upon 
in August and was defeated; but the 
earnest, optimistic women of the Society ~ 
will still continue the library with the 
hope for better results next time. 


Manchester.—The increasing use of 
the library by the young people will 
doubtelss be still further stimulated by 
the recent addition of a Victor Victrola 
and some choice records. The music 
will be used in connection with other 
cultural entertainments in the library 
lecture room. 


Newton.— Miss Helen Taylor has re- 
signed her position as assistant in the 
Newton Public Library in order to at- 
tend the Simmons College Library 
School in Boston the coming year. 


Oskaloosa.—The resignation of Miss 
Marie Minton as librarian of the Oska- 
locsa Public Library, August Ist, was 
regretfully accepted by the Library 
Board, and A. P. Spencer, the Presi- 
dent, expressed, at the last Board 
meeting, the appreciation of the library 
trustees for her services and for the 
courteous and cordial manner in which 
she had served the people of Oskaloosa. 

Miss Helen D. Gorton has been elected 
to fill the vacancy and took up her work 
August Ist. Miss Gorton comes to the 
position from a successful five years’ 
experience as librarian of the Escanaba, 
Michigan, Publie Library, where she’ 
went immediately after her graduation 
from the Wisconsin Library School. 


Sac City.—Brief exercises were held 
in eonnection with the laying of the 





corner stone of the new Carnegie li- 
brary building July 1st. W. J. Dixon, 
President of the Library Board, pre- 
sided. and Rev. J. Irving Brown gave a 
short address on the subject of ‘‘ Corner 
Stones.’’ Mr. Dixon read a list of the 
articles placed in the copper box to be 
enclosed in the corner stone; these con- 
sisted of lists of state, county and city 
officers, and library trustees, a history 
of the library movement in Sac City, 
copy of Mr. Carnegie’s letter offering 
$8,000.00 for the building, copies of lo- 
eal newspapers, the library. laws of the 
state and a Bible. It is hoped that the 
building will be completed ready for oc- 
eupancy by the last of October. 


Sigourney.—A favorable vote on the 
question of establishing and maintain- 
ing a public library was taken at a spe- 
cial election in Sigourney July 15th. The 
women carried on a campaign of educa- 
tion and consequently there was a good 
majority in favor of the library. A 
Carnegie library building will doubtless 
be secured. The following Board of 
Library Trustees has been appointed by 
the Mayor: S. W. Brunt, W. H. Ham- 
ilton, Eugene Schipfer, Henry Wagner, 
Mrs. D. T. Stockman, Mrs. O. L. Turn- 
er, Mrs. Grace Needham, Miss Ruth Gib- 
bons, Harry M. Neas. 


Sioux City.—During the spring Miss 
Drake, the librarian of the Sioux City 
Public Library, was active in her co- 
operation with the schools in their work 
for new playgrounds. She gave sev- 
eral lectures in connection with the use 
of the stereopticon and states that beau- 
tiful lantern slides of the Yellowstone 
were loaned free for lecture use by the 
Northern Pacific Railway company. 

A distinct step in advance is the re- 
cent tax levy of 2 mills for library 
maintenance for the ensuing year. 
After the levy for this amount was rec- 
ommended to the Council an effort was 
made by a few people to reduce the 
entire city levy, including the library. 
Mr. A. L. Fribourg, one of the library 
trustees, appeared at the tax hearing on 


behalf of the Library Board and ypu 
in a convincing manner the need of 
creased funds for active extension 94 
distribution through branches 

school stations. The levy will prow 
about $18,000.00 for the year which on 


be needed with the occupancy of 4 
new building and the active extenga 
work being planned by Miss Drake %) 
new $75,000.00 building will probahy 
be ready for occupancy in October, 
Miss Linn Jones has recently’ 
selected to have charge of schools ay 
stations of the Public Library, : 
ing Miss Miller. Miss Jones com 
the library course at Simmons ¢ 
last June and previous to that Was op 
the staff of the New York City Pub, 
Library for two years. She is an Ig 
her home having been in Clinton, ang 
she attended the Iowa Summer Seba 
in 1909. = 
Sioux City.—Morningside Colleg.—. 
Miss Martha C. Sanborn has been ¢let 
ed librarian of Morningside 
assumed her new duties September Ist, 
Miss Sanborn resigned her Position as 
reference librarian at Grinnell] 
where she has been for two years, te 
library at Morningside College has o. 
cupied the basement of Grace church 
since the fire, but will soon occupy 
ters in the Main hall. Application iy 
been made to Mr. Carnegie for a library 
building. pe 


Spirit Lake—The new Carnegie i 
brary building costing $8,000.00 is com. 
pleted and dedicatory exercises wer 
held September 24th. Addresses wer 
made by State Senator L. B. cis 
and Judge A. D. Bailie. Congratale 
tions on behalf of the Library Commis 
sion were extended by Miss Tyler. — 


Waterloo.—Miss Maria C. Brace, who 
was on the staff of the State College at 
Ames last year, has accepted a position 
as head of the circulating department 
of Division A. of the Waterloo Publit 
Library, succeeding Miss Grace Wor 
mer. 
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_ §& Library Benefactor: 
- Judge Addison Oliver 


a lib cause of Iowa has suf- 
food « distinct loss in the death of 
Judge Addison Oliver, which occurred 
at his home in Onawa, July 7th. He 
a pioneer citizen of Monona county 
= he amassed a fortune, reared a 
and rendered patriotic and de- 
service to his community, his state 

and his country. He was born in Penn- 
ia in 1833 and was therefore 79 

of age, and had lived in Iowa 


| wee 1857 when he came as a young law- 


pie Onawa. Judge Oliver represented 
7 district in several sessions of the 


State Legislature, served as Circuit 


Judge two terms and was United States 


Congressman from his district in the 
4th and 45th Congresses. He devoted 
many years to farming and land inter- 
ests, but retired from active business 
about fifteen years ago. Since that time 
his keen interest in educational matters 
in connection with both school and li- 
brary lead to many benevolences to his 
home town of Onawa. In 1903 he gave 
to the town the former Congregational 
church, the interior of which he remod- 
eed for library purposes and a book 
fund of $5,000.00 on condition that a 
municipal tax for library maintenance 
be levied, as provided under the state 

. His firm belief in the public li- 
brary as a great opportunity for ‘self- 
education and his great desire that all 
the people of Monona county should 
have free use of the books lead to his 
keen interest in the township library 
extension law. When Mr. Carnegie in 
1908 offered $10,000 to Onawa for a li- 
brary building, (the quarters in the old 
church having been out grown) Judge 
Oliver promptly gave an equal amount 
and the present beautiful library build- 
ing was erected at a cost of $20,000.00. 
As the building neared completion 
Judge Oliver turned over to the Lit 
brary Board a book endowment fund 
of $10,000.00, the income to be used ‘ex- 
dusively for the purchase of books. At 


about this time Judge Oliver also erect- 
ed and equipped a $10,000.00 manual 
training building on the school grounds. 

Within the last few years Judge 
Oliver has been especially anxious that 
the Onfiwa Public Library should ex- 
tend its field of service, township by . 
township, under the township library 
law until there should be branches and 
distributing stations throughout Monona 
county. He cooperated with the libra- 
rian, Miss True, in her enthusiastic cam- 
paign to interest the rural communities, 
not only by encouragement and advice, 
but financially in providing books to 
meet the needs of the various centers. 
To Judge Oliver the entire state owes 
much in a library way for the generous, 
devoted and sane support he gave to the 
work of rural library extension and in 
this work he has had the sympathetic 
cooperation and support of his niece, 
Miss Maude Oliver, who was for a few 
years librarian at Onawa, but who re- 
signed to care for her uncle in his de- 
clining years. 

The sturdy character and vigorous 
mentality of Judge Oliver was coupled 
with a fine idealism which lead him to 
follow the lines of altruistic service. He 
had many plans in mind which he was 
unable to execute, but the monument he 
has left behind him in the Onawa Pub- 
lie Library and its rural extension sys- 
tem will always link his name with the 
real library progress of the state. 





Relation of the Public Library to 
the Municipalty 
Committee Report to the A. L. A. 


Your specia] committee, to whom was 
referred the matter of drafting a re- 
port on what the American Library As- 
sociation regards as fundamental in the 
relation of the public library to the 
municipality submits herewith its re- 
port. This whole subject is of such 
great importance that your committee 
believes it should receive further con- 
sideration, especially if it is desired 
that there should be submitted the 
draft of what may be termed a model 
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library article, chapter or title in a 
city charter, particularly a charter 
in a state operating under a so-called 
home-rule law, whereby each city may 
make its own charter within the limita- 
tions fixed by the state constitution 
and a general state law. 

Your’committee believes that the As- 
sociation is practically unanimous in 
its.conviction that the public library 
should be regarded as a part of the 
educational machinery of the commun- 
ity, and that the functions of the edu- 
cational organization are generally sep- 
arate and distinct from those of the lo- 
cal° government organization. In the 
very nature of things it is, therefore, 
impossible for the public library to get 
the kind of administration it deserves 
when it is administered as a part of 
the city’s. system of parks or under the 
supervision of its Board of Public 
Works. It may be stated that in some 
of our states the state constitution rec- 
ognizes this distinction by providing 
for two corporations with the same 
geographical boundaries, the one deal- 
ing with the questions of local govern- 
ment and the other with education— 
the public schools. This constitutional 
distinction is based on the principle 
that education is a matter of state con- 
cern, that the interests of the state in 
education are paramount, and there- 
fore that the state should exercise 
greater control in educationa] affairs 
than in local government affairs. In 
line with this thought, your committee 
submits the following resolution, which 
it recommends to the Association for 
adoption at this time. 


Resolved, That the American Library 
Association call the attention of muni- 
cipal governments, and of public bodies 
engaged in the preparation of new or 
amended charters for such govern- 
ments, to the necessity for securing in- 
dependence of action of the public li- 
brary as an educational agency co- 
ordinate with the schools. Radical 
changes in forms of municipal govern- 
ment have sometimes left the library’s 


position insecure or doubtful, ian 
charters providing the so-called ‘, 
mission form’’ of government 
particular often failed to defing 
quately the position of. public ij 
and their governing boards, 
there is classification of m 
functions, this Association feels ym, 
strongly that the public li 
be grouped with educational 
such as the public schools, rather @., 
with departments that have litt. 
nothing to do with its work, 

is desirable to keep the control of ¢ 
library in independent hands ang, 
to place it and the schools under & 
same direct management, we , 
that a city charter should contaiy , 
provision grouping the library of. 
wise than with educative agencies, 


If the foregoing resolution ig 
ed, we recommend that a committe 
appointed to study this subject fu 
and to submit the draft of what mist 
be termed a library chapter fora 
charter. 

For the purpose of discussion 
clarify the thought of the 
on this subject your committee 
the following tentative points, whi 
believes should be considered for-g 
proposed model library chapter: — 

First; the charter should p : 
a library board, which should } 
power to administer and control th 
publie library of the city, and at 
same time administer all libraries m 
nicipally owned in the city. This would 
include the municipal legislative refer. 


‘ence library in the city hall, libraries 


publie schools, high schools, and pw 
sibly such others as libraries in munice 
pal art galleries, museums, ete. Thi 
board should consist of not less tha 
five or more than nine members, & 
cluding ex-officio members, the number 
of which should not exceed one-halfa 
the appointive or elected members. 4 
sufficiently small proportion of the 
board should be elected or a 

eath year to make its membership fait 
ly continuous, so that it may devel 
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etive policy, something that is 
e where the membership is 
to change materially at brief in- 
In no case should the terms 
of more than half of the members ex- 
pire at one time. 
‘Jo our smaller cities or towns, it 
im seem advisable to consider 
whether the municipal art gallery and 
‘gmuseum should be administered by the 
ame board which administers the li- 
. It has been suggested that in 
guch places it would be possible to 
sarry on this work with very much less 
ye under one management than 
under several managements, and ex- 


Tome apparently demonstrates that 
vin, 


ing the library, art gallery and mu- 
seum interests in the city in the same 
building or in a group of related build- 
adds immensely to the public 


“ile of each at a minimum expendi- 


ture of money. In other words, hav- 
ing all these interests under one roof 
or in buildings closely adjoining each 
other makes it possible for each insti- 
tution to strengthen the other, and at 
the same time makes it possible for the 
best co-operation and co-ordination, 
and furthermore, many more people 
will use each of these institutions when 
they are together than when they are 
widely separated. In larger cities, 
where it may seem desirable to have 
the art and museum interests under 
separate boards, the charter should 
provide for official (ex-officio) repre- 
sentatives of each of these institutions 
on the boards of the others, as well as 
with the board of education of the city, 
so as to insure the greatest amount of 
eo-operation and co-ordination. It is 
the conviction of this committee that 
the educational interests of the com- 
munity in many of our cities today 
should be co-ordinated to a greater ex- 
tent than they are now, not only for 
the purpose of eliminating duplication 
of work and effort, but also for the mu- 
tual strengthening of the work and ef- 
fort of each. 


In many small cities and some larger 
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ones, it has been the practice for the 
public library to be managed by the 
board of education. The disadvantage 
of this, however, is that the library in- 
terests are usually turned over. to a 
committee, and that the membership of 
this committee is likely to change from 
year to year, so that there is no con- 
structive policy ; and-where there is no 
constructive policy, the interests in the 
library on the part of other members 
of the board is likely to be small. How- 
ever, many of the difficulties with the 
management of a public library by a 
board of education have frequently 
grown out of the method of appoint- 
ment or election of the school board. 
If the school board is in polities, and 
therefore more or less partisan, the li- 
brary is apt to suffer by this arrange- 
ment even more than the schools them- 
selves. Possibly, where public opinion 
is sufficiently alive to the value and im- 
portance of education, a single board 
might manage all the educational in- 
terests of a city, just as the board of 
regents of one of our large state uni- 
versities administers its varied activ- 
ities. 

Another point to be considered is 
whether the library board should be 
elected by the citizens at large, or ap- 
pointed by the mayor, or selected by 
the board of education. Election .by 
the citizens of members to such a 
board should be absolutely non-parti- 
san. Women should have the right to 
vote and should be eligible to the 
board. The board should have power 
to fill vacancies which may occur by 
death or resignation, until the next 
general election, in case the board is 
elected by the citizens at large. Of 
course, if the members are elected by 
the board of education, vacancies could 
be filled at any time by that board, and 
if they are appointed by the mayor he 
could fill a vacancy. 

Your committee believes that it is un- 
wise for a public library to be governed 
by a board which elects its own mem- 
bers or a majority of its own members ; 
in other words, a ‘‘close corporation’’ 





is not the form of governimg board 
that is best for a library belonging to 
all the people of the community. This 
would not apply where cities make a 
terminable contract with an existing 
institution. It is generally unwise for 
the corporate name of a municipal pub- 
lic library to bear the name of an in- 
dividual. It*should bear the name of 
the city, and the charter should fix its 
name. 

The eharter should provide for the 
organization of the library board by 
the election of a president and vice- 
president, with the city treasurer as 
the ex-officio’ treasurer of the board, 
and the eity comptroller as the auditor 
of the board’s accounts. It should also 
provide for a seeretary or clerk, who 
should be an employee of the board, 
rather than a member of the board, and 
it is highly desirable that this officer 
should be the librarian. In any case, 
his powers should not conflict with 
those of the librarian. 

The charter should give the library 
_ board full power to hold trust funds 

which may be placed in its hands, to 
administer the same, and to accept and 
to hold gifts of real and personal prop- 
erty for the general purposes for which 
the board was created. The charter 
should provide, if the state law does 
not do so, that the library should not 
receive less than a minimum fund for 
its maintenance, based on the assessed 
valuation of the city. It ought never 
to be possible for a council so to cut a 
library budget that it is necessary to 
close branch libraries or abandon es- 
tablished work for a year or more, 
thereby cutting off for the time being 
all normal growth and sometimes crip- 
pling the library, so that it takes years 
to recover, This has happened in more 
than one American city. The whole 
idea of a minimum tax for the main- 
tenance of a library is in line with the 
thought expressed in many of our state 
constitutions, namely, that the educa- 
tional interests of the community are 


paramount. 


The library board ‘should hewsilil 


legal rights for defense in the j 


ete. The charter should provide th: 
the chief law officer of the city should. 
be its legal representative. z 

The library board should be give, 


the power to render library service py 


contract to communities outside of the 
city limits, such as towns, to : or 
counties. In short, it should be give, 


liberal powers for extending its “4 


absolute power and responsibility oye 
its employees, their appointment, pro- 
motion, salaries, removal, ete., within 
the general limitations of the charter 
It should provide that all employment 
should be given on the basis of merit 
alone, but that a civil service system 
should not be imposed upon it from 
the outside, any more than a muniecipaj 
civil service should be imposed upon a 
board of education in the employment 
of teachers in the public schools, Your 
committee has yet to learn of a single 
American city where a municipal civil 
service commission, which deals main. 
ly with the employment of clerks in 
offices, policemen, firemen, ete., has 
been able satisfactorily to select or pro- 
mote employees for educational work. 

The library board skould also have 
power to draft and enforce regulations 
governing the reasonable use of the li- 
brary under the general limitations of 
the city charter or state law. 

And finally, the charter should pro- 
vide that the library board should sub- 
mit annually to the mayor or the legis- 
lative or tax-levying body of the city 
a report of its receipts »nd expendi- 
tures, together with a general account 
of its work and trusts. 

As stated above, your committee of- 
fers all of this to serve as a basis for 
discussion, if it is desired that a model 
library section for a charter should 
drafted. 

Arthur E. Bostwick, 
Chairman, 
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(Abridged from Library Journal, Aug- 
ust, 1912.) 


one-half of the entire attendance. 
Many states were represented by but 
qe or two delegates, while others were 
not even on the register. The confer- 
ace had little of the international as- 
pect desirable at such meetings, Mr. K. 
Imai, of the Osaka Public Library, one 
of the most important public libraries 
in Japan, and a representative of an 
English library agency, being the only 
foreign members whose presence was 


noted. 


The program covered the welcoming 
addresses on the first evening of the 
conference, six general sessions at the 
Russell Theatre, and the many section 
and affiliated organization meetings at 
the Chatean Laurier, filling effectively 
the five working days of the conference. 
All meetings were well attended, and 
much interest was shown in a profitable 
program, which provided, however, so 
many good subjects at the same hour 
that there was a continuous flow from 
meeting-place to meeting-place. 

On Wednesday evening, June 26. the 
Association was formally weleomed by 


. the Camadians at the Russell Theatre. 


The British ensign and the Stars and 
Stripes, hung side by side, made appro- 
priate setting for the stage where the 
speakers were seated, and with the na- 
tiomal airs of the two countries, this 
img meeting typified the broad 
American in the title of the 

. J. W. Robertson, C.M.G.. 

the Canadian Roval Com- 

Industrial Training and 
Edneation, was chairman of 


the evening. A message of good will 
from H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught, 
regretting his absence, and another 
from Hon. R. L. Borden, Premier of 
Canada, were read. Representing the 
latter, the Hon. G. H. Perley, acting 
Premier, extended the weleome on be- 
half of the Dominion government. 

Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf, as president of 
the A. L. A., pleasantly expressed ap- 
preciation of the royal welcome, 

Dr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of 
Congress, in the address which fol- 
lowed, spoke of the old-fashioned li- 
brarian, the Pooles and the Staffords, 
of the days when personality was a 
keynote and the imner mechanical 


‘organization of the library did not over- 


shadow the librarian’s love of books. 

Mrs. Elmendorf opened the first gen- 
eral session on Thursday morning with 
the presidential address, ‘‘The public 
library, ‘a leaven’d and prepared 
choice,’ ’’ reflecting a wish to find the 
dominant principle in the library world, 
an idea which was to make itself felt 
throughout in the subjects on the pro- 
gram. Miss Tessa L. Kelso, of the 
Baker & Taylor Co., in her usual happy 
and forceful vein, spoke on ‘‘ Publicity 
for the sake of information—the libra- 
rian’s point of view,’’ saying that the 
librarian who spends more than fifty 
per cent of his official, time in the li- 
brary has very little conception of what 
real efficiency is, which remark was 
often referred to during the conference. 
Hon. W. H. Hatton, chairman of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
spoke on the same topic. but from the 
point of view of the public. 


At the second general session, held 
Friday, June 28, Mr. H. E. Legler pre- 
siding, the reports of committees were 
first presented. The first paper was 
that of Mr. C. H. Milam; secretary of 
the Indiana Library Commission, on 
**Publicity for the sake of support.’’ 
giving many helpful suggestions. ‘‘The 
breadth and limitations of book buy- 
ing,’’ by Mr. Walter L. Brown, libra- 
rian of the Buffalo Publie Library, 
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emphasized the need of knowing the 
elements which go to make up the city’s 
population and knowing the communi- 
ty’s wants. 

Mr. C. E. MacLenegan, librarian of 
the Milwaukee Public Library, gave 
an excellent paper, ‘‘The open door 
through the book and the library.’’ 

The third general session was held 
Saturday morning, with Mr. J. I. Wyer 
in the chair, in joint session with the 
Professional ‘l'raining Section. Miss 
Tobitt’s paper on ‘‘Types of assistants 
—ability to discern quality and essen- 
tials of books, and power to give infor- 
mation rather than advice,’’ was read 
in her absence by Mr. F. K. Walter. 

An interesting and valuable paper 
Was next presented by Mr. Adam 
Strohm, assistant librarian of the De- 
troit Public Library, on ‘‘The efficiency 
of the library staff and scientific man- 
agement.’’ 

With Mr. Chalmers Hadley’s excel- 
lent paper on ‘‘ What the library schools 
ean do for the profession,’’ began one 
of the most interesting discussions of 
the conference. 

Dominion Day, July 1, the national 
day of Canada, provided a special 
Canada program for the fourth general 
session of the conference, and this meet- 
ing stood out among all the others in in- 
terest and enjoyment. Some members 
even -considered it the best A. L. A. 
meeting they had ever attended. Dr. 
Robertson was chairman, and on the 
stage were many prominent in the pro- 
fession. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, recently 
retired Premier of Canada, was the prin- 
cipal speaker. 

Mr. R. R. Bowker. called upon to rep- 
resent the United States delegates, re- 
sponded, expressing the gratification of 
all at the unbounded hospitality of the 
Canadians. 

Dr. Robertson then delivered his ad- 
dress on the ‘‘Conservation of charac- 
ter,’’ which, in connection with the keen 
paper of Prof. John McNaughton, of Mc- 
Gill University, which followed, proved 
among the most entertaining and inter- 
esting contributions of the conference. 
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Dr. G. E. Vincent, president of 
University of Minnesota, was the 
speaker at the fifth general segs} 
Elmendorf presiding. Many 
how the official stenographer ever 
up with the marvelous speed of 
of Dr. Vincent, which, coupled with 
stant witticisms.. kept the conventig 
attention and in the best of spirit 

The sixth and last general se 
Tuesday afternoon, July 2, brought 
gether the smallest number in atteng¢ 
at any of the general sessions, 
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The long diseussed plan for a fom 
federation or affiliation of State Lite 
Association with the A. L. A, 
has been under consideration by a @ 
mittee appointed by the Couneil: 
than two years ago, of which Miss Tye 
of Iowa was chairman, was D 
ommended by the Executive Be 
jvote of the Association. The 
in favor of such formal connection, 
the Constitution requires that it 
voted upon at a second annual ¢ 
ence. 

While the committee’s reco 
tion did riot embody some of the fe 
tures which some members felt wa L 
have vitalized the policy of the Com @ 
cil and Association, tue amendment & 
recommended will serve as one 
the right direction. 

Interesting sessions of special se 
and affiliated organizations were hei 
each day. The League of Library Com 
missions considered matters relating # 
library extension and Traveling it 
braries. One session was devoted tostale @ 
institution libraries. Important ed i ie 
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tee reports were presented and 
cussed, among these being the Ce 
tee on Study Out/ines for Traveling ie 
brary use, of which Miss Margaret 
Brown of Iowa is chairman. The t 
port of the committee as to progres 
approved and it was voted ‘that @ 
League provide a small appropriaia 
for the preparation and printing 
few outlines on the plan p 
the committee. 





